TK-Ui'TATTOX.S   OF  TUB   WOULD   ANALYSED.      29
lowing extraordinary manner; "All that believed were together, and had all things common; and .sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need." " Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them down at the apostles' feet/' In the future condition of tilings in store for the Church of God, there will be no property, because there will be no selfishness. To attempt to realize this state of things here, while the heart of man remains selfish, would be as great an absurdity as to endeavour to constitute a, pure Church, without the gift) of discernment of spirits, or to abolish war, while the lust of empire and aggrandizement still finds 'place in our nature; but not the less for all that is it the state of things to which our hopes ought to be directed, as hereafter to be realized in the new heavens and new earth, wherein dwelletli righteousness.
In the light of the above reflections, we arc able to understand how and why the world (or present system of affairs) is represented in Scripture as a power antagonistic to Christ. It must be, I suppose, obvious that to live in the midst of a system of things which is funda-